Chocolate Master

WhenTim Clark says he lives and breathes chocolate, it's not simply another chocoholic's b

rather he's talking shop. Mary Riekert talks to Australia’s own Chocolate Master

s breakliest revellers toasted the dawn on Melboume Cup
[Xay, Australia’s very own Chocolare Master touched down
ar Melbwimrme Airperr, jer Ligged bor elited after competing
it the 2005 World Chocolare Masters Competition in France,
Senlping o survcal sphere fom 15 Kileerams of dark, wihine
anel milk clocnlare, EF-‘; ear-ald Tim Clark, executive sty chicf
at Melbournes Crrown Clasino, earned seventh place in the sworlad’s
poiighest choooloe compernition, Clark compered againse the tcking
chisck pnd 16 ocher profssionals G arovind e werld gt the Salon
i Chaeolin and Foode Lenotre in Pans on Oweolber 21 and 22,
While Belginm's Pal Deschepper ook the rirke, Clark was lapipry
witly bis ranking and sid he was thilbed o be repreacniing Awstralii
i un expericnoe of a liferime”.
“When [left for France 1 fele I would be lappy oo pl

the vop 10 T come seventh was just so exciting and | was seally
L Thmugdsour the fnap-cay wompeeition | felt auite
comfident, although §had just one day when §lud 3 few minog

Bty sty th:

mishaps aml nor everything went quite my wav,™ he said
Clurk hand been in maining for the comperition since Deceniber
last yewr anal in Febimary be won the Avstrlian Chocolare Muasters

tithe. =1 pushed myself like | had never done befoee amd it really

proved ol T this eime,” e said. The compsetition was hosted by Barmy
Calichaut, the world's leading supplics of high-jpualicy coooa and
chocolare. An ingernational jury of T chocolae professinnals judped
the Fimalists and ther coeanons, € lm11|1|:lirnrh hud o prmlu;'.; W
chocalate pastry, two different chiocolare pralines, o chiocolate
desserr, a small choeolate arcwork and an impressive chocolite
shanwpicre, all based on the competiton theme of surrenlism

Cllark saisd oy of dhe op Eoopean chels wene starting to sie
upranil ke notice of Sustrali

an cooking, “In the past there was an
artitucle of "Whar can s Avssic bong b |'.|ﬂ'||p|_' and teacl ws?’

Dot thar 1% o iging now,” he said, Very much an Aussie by,

Clurk grew wpin Wellongong, south of Svdney, and conmpleted
i apprentiveship as o pasiry chel before leaving Aastralia o work
in o Michelin-swr reseairant in Gemany, “This was (allowed by a
seint an o cruise ship, which allowed him o eavel the waorld and
work witl pop chets, Clark knew dvar bringing a liede bie of Down
Uincher amrionvarion to the Furopean cempetition eoumlil make @

dilference wnd so flavouwed one of bis pralines with mounsin pepper
grovwn i Avistralia

hie 1% greoewn i the mdddle of bavender fields,
w0 11 las the scent of Bvemler as well, e i very anusual and, while
W amay b @ lirdle oo way o far the aveérge restmirng cintise
in Awsrrali, i worked for my competition pralines. Also, for the
dessert | reamed a nech chocolate cake with o bectioog sorber
Mavuoured with cossis (blackbenry Bouer)” he s,
At school Clark discovered be had o fair for the visoal

ares and his apprenticeship as o postry chel pave him s oler

ot this !.{Ilﬁ. ”llil-ihg_ his galemes For 10 vears culmingted in the
creation of o surreal showpiece for the comperition. 1 mode o

chovelare sphaere witl an ey M proruding from e Then there
was i fish |i.'.j|‘lIlL|g ok of 1l = e and then a lose Ili.'J[bI!lL" wmaf aif
the fish's mossely, The lorse was hollow, with hioles i s sides,
anel ot of the holes there were hranches amd leaves S,
he tail of thie Gish was eransformed tnte g butterT™ he sand,
In this section of the comperition Clark swoas ranked Gsureh in
the wisrld,

=1 practised making this six times dn Aaiserale before leaving
for ghie compserition and so felr premy confident abour re-ereating
i Ive sl A comperition showpicoes sory on display o the pulilic
im Paris Fowr o week pmdd tlen are desoronved doe o health regalations.

While in Ewrope, Clark took the oppamuniny g visie the
Callcbanr Gactory i Belgiom. = They ship ooonnmes of couverne
chosnlare around the world and this is vsed by ehefs and by
ehoealare and confecrioneny manuGetinens v ke chiscoliges
mral dessers

“lallebang have been pmking chooalate for 150 veams and they
wre the warlds leading manulactuees of |||;;||-|||u|i.i\I chooulate,
Fveryone from Crodiva, the exclusive Belgian choealaier,
Calloey wses Clallebanr ehoculare,” Clark said,

The LTI ol choenline s Dnick over 2UHHD wars, when the
Mayans and Avrees of Ceneral and Sooeh Aaneerics used ground
cacwn scels v make o spiey, fohy deink. Do aboor 1321 the
,‘l\"allli*ill f“l“‘lll\:.lllll‘\ h-rlillL'll!] t]ll: '\5“:||“‘| I‘l”'ll: L] '\I'l,lll'] ||1I[
kept cocon a closely guanded secter for alimose 100 yeairs,
FEventually ehe dink’s popalarioy spread throughour Evrope,

Brue in remained aooelite and exspensive dank
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Wiken the Inslastrial Revaliton ishercd in the steam enging,

i bewame possible o grind oo gnd moss-produce chocolaie

cheaply wmd qubekly, Technalogy gl Hndsvation hase changed
the textire and e of chocodate, bt *real chooloee” is sl

[ITTE

ught @lver apd e ¢ NWAsIve |-w..;|.,,. 1
Bewd clwsoolare is made foan oo and it iioredicnes inclindc
cotug baetter, Compssand chocolite = made with ve getalile uils

el dewesn’s have the same fine aqetalieices as real chocoline

“Callebaut have been making chocolate for
150 years and they are the world's leading
manufacturer of high-quality chocolate.”

T bs Bseiniting wosee Callebauts aperation. Semetimes
chvmolate i alipged in solid form and somerinees i s shipged
am Deepriel e bk vanks amil i 1s pemscd asat an o desginaivmn
Watching this being done Fele o it ke bimg in ehe miivie
Clarbie il the Chooolaie Fscromy™ Clark said

Bl relindies the dhoughe of @ remsotels in the Titane sod [

Uresdy woarkitge an idease ) heipe ihis s thee First comgscaition of
iy fior me. | would seally love ws represent Austeslis agis
Bk i Crmyn Tavers, Clark hizads e a fowm of 23 pasiry

i bakery stafl wnd he confesses it s hard to ger and leep

ooer] prastry chels i Ausoralbla, as mosr wang o boewd Y TRE AN
Lini ¢ LY s [aa e
N comipse, Ulnowt mevier sl s, s oWl e consomastly om the

e, W i Just powpaegs o Do Chosemas, swhich is oo Disdes

e of tve year,” Clark said His seener oo keopame €rmwn's

enrstaaners. huppy — “Well, we ive abear 100 kilog al gjualin

comivenure chncolate 2 week.™ I

Avismilins Chocolite Master 2008 Tim Clrk wold po
single v any of Mebbournes chocalatiors us his frvoumie.
Hiwever, Melboammie’s clusslolics iire fomumie in having
winlid-glass delights o sample. Here ore some places to
il ge de

Cacao Fing CHOCOLATES & Parssinie
Exquasite hundmade ehocabates = some wisild say the
Best i town aned hor ehicaline maide with e best Belpan

chocalate. 52 Fiwmoy Stecr, St Kilda, (03) 8508 555,

hoko Brack

Liensed chocolure ke with & deléetible selection
of hudmade choeolates. Some of the best hoe chocolate
b Melbosne. dnd o saniply deliciom chocolate dessen
plateer Melbourne: Shop 4, Rowal Arcache, (031 9635 50 |2
Lol 167 Ly g Seper, (O W40 2778,

Max Braxyen

Chooolute fiom the bald man You haven's Hved
uniil yonve msted o s Chocolane-coated waifles,
hundimade chocalores, gife boxes, Melbosme: Urban
Market, OV, (03F Wb G000 Shop OF 4 and 5,
Melbourme Congral, (08) W42 4442,

Hannpony Fisg CHoCoLATES

Handmwmde chimnlams in the Clorman traditios
Coaulfield Souehe 8348 Cilenhunely Road, (03) 9523 779
Ebwmsels 79 Balgghupon B, (030 9525 fait: Sorch Balwen:
14% Hullcen Road, (033 9857 0441z Sorrey Flills: 10400
Frvershile: Hoad, (03] GH0H (200

Hawn's

*‘III"!IEHII.I'\ Iilik‘wl yhlu G‘II]I'E‘ CAATI AT, r (= -HALTIITIS N
Melboume: ol Arcade, phone (050 %654 7674 26 Collins
srreat, WA WE0 2114 191 Swanaeon Wall, (03] 662 222
Bisoahs SO0 “Thwirike Hiasaed, (03 ) 9827 8715:
Hawrhorm: 715 Cilenfortie Food, (03 55105 5000,

DEFINITELY CHOCOLATE

Pany it cnbine: laxusy cleoodane avatlabde 1o opder 247,
FFar o Fee dhey will deliver anvwhene in Auseralin
wwaiedefiunitelyekocwlaiecom.an

OO HOLIE TOURS

Visit chioeolare and dessen makens alsmit oawn
[Diseusver Melden chocoluse specialists and exquisite ve-
crowiny, For detaibs plone (08) SE15 | 228 0 visie
sewrinehocekofichoprscom.amn
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